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General Meeting 

August 13, 2015 

Meadowcreek Village Community Center 

 

Officers present: Acting President Suzanne Riggenbach, Acting Treasurer Mark Clemmons 

Guest speakers: U.S. Congressman Gene Green, Bettina Olivares from State Rep. Carol Alvarado’s 

office, State Rep. Mary Ann Perez 

There were ____ members and ____ visitors in attendance (lists attached). 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Suzanne Riggenbach.  

The Treasurer’s Report (attached) was presented by Mark Clemmons. A motion was made by Omar 

Garcia that it be approved. The motion carried. 

Jose Rocha reported for the Beautification Committee that there were no Yard of the Month awards due to 

the extreme weather conditions.  

Mark Clemmons reported on progress of the entry sign renovation. New panels have been purchased. The 

Flagstone (Elim campus) and Turtle Creek signs are complete. Work is currently in progress on the 

Meadow Creek Lane sign. The two Allendale signs will be next. Landscaping is needed for all – 

hopefully to be completed this fall. 

Suzanne Riggenbach conducted annual officer elections: 

 Omar Garcia volunteered for the Secretary position and was elected by acclamation. 

 No nominations were received for Treasurer. The item was tabled until next meeting. 

 No nominations were received for 2
nd

 Vice President (Deed Restrictions). The item was tabled 

until next meeting. 

 Jose Rocha was nominated by Omar Garcia for 1
st
 Vice President (Membership) and was elected 

by acclamation. 

 No nominations were received for President. The item was tabled until next meeting. 

Congressman Gene Green gave a brief presentation about upcoming local events he sponsors (newsletter 

attached) and what has been going on in the current legislative session. He opened the floor for general 

discussion. Topics included Medicare, budget deficits, local industry, highways and transportation.  

Bettina Olivares announced Representative Carol Alvarado’s upcoming State of the District Breakfast on 

September 12 at 9:30am. She also handed out flyers listing some East End health related events in 

September (attached). 

State Representative Mary Ann Perez announced she is running for re-election. She encouraged everyone 

to come out to vote. 

Mark Clemmons explained the need for the club to rent a deposit box at the bank for the purpose of 

keeping our important corporate documents safe and made a motion to do so. The motion carried. 

There was no more new business. The meeting was adjourned at 7:41pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Approved 

 

_______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

Secretary                                                (date)                    President                                              (date) 



29th Congressional District of Texas Summer 2015 

Gene Green 
Keports 

Dear Friend, 

It's an honor to represent our North and Eastside Houston, Harris 
County district in the United States Congress. My years in Congress 
have enabled me to be the Senior Democrat on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee's Health Subcommittee. Our Commit­
tee's responsibilities include energy, environment, healthcare, and 
telecommunications issues. 

I hope you can join us for one of our town halls or events this Au­
gust and September We're looking forward to meeting you, hear­
ing your concerns, and answering your questions. 

There has been a lot of movement in the House of Representa­
tives recently on issues that affect our area. For example, in July 
the House voted to pass a landmark health bill that invests in the 
development of new treatments and cures for the diseases that are 
plaguing Americans and our loved ones every day. The bill received 
overwhelming support from Democrats and Republicans. 

The House also passed reform legislation on commercial chemicals, 
which is a big industry in our District. These regulations protect 
thousands of workers employed at the plants and the fence-line 
communities in our area. Safety regulations had not been reformed 
since they were first established in 1976. 

There has also been an ongoing debate in Congress regarding 
trade and Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), or fast track. We are 
working to ensure that Congress gets to weigh-in and amend any 
international trade deal that the President negotiates. It is our job 
to ensure that any trade agreement that passes will not hurt Ameri­
can workers or ship jobs overseas. 

I look forward to seeing you at any of our upcoming events to 
discuss these topics and other issues Congress is working on. Re­
member, you don't have to wait for a town hall to contact us, we're 
always happy to hear from you and respond to your requests. In 
addition to our town halls, we're also hosting our Annual Immuni­
zation Day, Job Fair, and Paying for College Workshop. All event 
times and locations are listed in the newsletter, and can be found 
on our website at green.house.gov. 

If we can ever be of service please contact us at one of our offices 
or on our website. 

Sincerely, 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 

Summer Town Halls 
and Events 
Friday, August 21 

10:00- 11:00 a.m. 

Senior Citizens Issues Forum 
Baggett Community Center 

1302 Keene Street 
Galena Park, Texas 77547 

Tuesday, August 25 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Town Hall 
In conjunction with 

Lindale Park Civic Club 
218 Joyce Street 

Houston Texas 77009 

Tuesday, September 1 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Town Hail 
In conjunction with 

Park Place Civic Club 
Charlton Park Community Center 

8200 Park Place Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 77017 

Wednesday, September 2 
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

Nortliside/Aidine Job Fair 
M.O. Campbell Center 

1865 Aldine Bender Road 
Houston, Texas 77032 

Wednesday, September 2 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Town Hall 
In conjunction with 

Wood Shadows II Civic Club 
HPD East Freeway Storefront 

12001-A East Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77029 

iVIonday, October 5 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Paying for College Workshop & Academy Day 
Austin High School (HISD) 

1700 Dumble Street 
Houston, Texas 77023 



21ST CENTURY CURES 

Over one year ago , leaders f rom our House Energy and 

C o m m e r c e C o m m i t t e e launched the 21st Century Cures 

Init iative wi th the h o p e of finding ways t o spur innovat ion in 

health research and deve lop new cures and t rea tments for 

pat ients and famil ies s t rugg l ing w i th illnesses. Ou r C o m ­

mi t tee held dozens of hearings and roundtab les across the 

count ry to gather ideas and feedback f rom doctors , pat ients , 

researchers, and exper ts across the health innovat ion eco­

system. As Ranking M e m b e r o f the Heal th S u b c o m m i t t e e , I 

coau thored this legis lat ion w i th four o ther representat ives, 

and t o g e t h e r we w o r k e d to ge t this t h r o u g h the House and 

on to the Senate in Ju ly H.R. 6 was passed wi th ove rwhe lm­

ing suppor t f rom Democra ts and Republ icans by a vo te of 

344-77. The legislat ion is now in the Un i ted States Senate. 

What's in the bill: 
• The Cures Act provides $8.75 billion in mandatory funding for tlie 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) over the next five years: This 
influx of investment will be held in a newly establ ished 

Innovat ion Fund and pu t t o w a r d solv ing today's c o m p l e x 

scientif ic p rob lems and d iscover ing the next genera t ion o f 

medical b reak throughs. The investments and provis ions 

o f this bill will accelerate the d e v e l o p m e n t o f new too ls 

and t rea tments for the f ight against diseases, which have 

a great cost t o our economy, a n d an even greater to l lmen 

the pat ients and famil ies tha t suffer f r om t h e m . 

• The Cures Act also modernizes clinical trials and supports inclusion of di­
verse populations in clinical research: This legislation will modernize 

the standards and structures of clinical trials used to research 

and develop new treatments. This section will ensure that 

research includes peop le f rom diverse backgrounds, and 

cuts th rough bureaucratic red tape to ge t proven safe and 

effective t reatments into the hands of those who need it. 

• It includes two provisions that I previously introduced as stand-alone 
bills, the ADAPT Act (H.R. 2629) and the SOFTWARE Act (H.R. 2396): 
The A D A P T A c t s t reaml ines the approva l pa thway fo r 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t for new ant ib io t ics . Recent ly the re has 

b e e n a surge in an t ib io t i c resistance in pat ien ts a r o u n d 

the w o r l d , and we know tha t d r u g resistance can be 

s lowed , b u t it canno t be s t o p p e d . The p ipe l ine fo r new 

ant ib io t ics is runn ing dry, and w i t h o u t g reater inves tment 

in new t rea tmen ts , we face a fu tu re tha t resembles a pre-

ant ib io t i c era. The SOFTWARE A c t deals w i th t h e way 

Heal th In fo rmat ion Techno logy is r e g u l a t e d . The heal th 

industry has drast ical ly evo lved thanks t o innova t ion 

and new techno logy . Doc to rs ' off ices and hospi ta ls have 

g o n e paper less, and new devices t o b e t t e r d i a g n o s e 

and t reat pa t ien ts have revo lu t ion ized heal th care. W e 

n e e d t o ensure tha t our regu la to ry in f rast ructure, wh ich 

ensures pa t ien t and p rac t i t i oner safety, is up t o da te and 

able t o keep pace wi th the evo lv ing indus t ry 

The or iginal sponsors o f H.R. 6 are: Reps. Gene Green 

(D-TX), Fred U p t o n (R-MI), Diana D e G e t t e (D-CO), Frank Pal-

lone, Jr. (D-NJ), and J o e Pitts (R-PA). 

Congressman Gene Green taking questions at a veteran's town 
hall where new and current federal policies were discussed. 
Attendees also received information about veteran's benefits 
and services from local groups and government agencies. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID 

This July, t he Centers for Medicare and M e d i c a i d Services 

(CMS) ce lebra ted the 50th Anniversary o f the Medicare and 

M e d i c a i d programs. Both o f these p rog rams have m a d e and 

cont inue t o make great str ides in increasing coverage and 

access for elderly, d isab led , and low- income Amer icans. 

A c c o r d i n g t o the C M S webs i te , as o f March 2015, M e d i c a r e " " 

has cove red an average o f 55.2 mi l l ion e lder ly and d i s a b l e d 

ind iv iduals . 

Dur ing the same t i m e p e r i o d . Med ica id has covered a b o u t 

66.7 mi l l ion low- income individuals. In our Distr ict a lone, 

270,000 individuals rely on Med ica id or Med icare coverage, 

accord ing t o the U.S. Census Bureau's Amer ican C o m m u n i t y 

Survey f rom 2013. As we cont inue t o bu i ld on Med ica id and 

Medicare successes, I am c o m m i t t e d t o work ing t o s t reng th ­

en these p rograms so that they remain available in p e r p e t u ­

ity t o Amer icans w h o d e p e n d on t h e m . 

Northside/Aldine Job Fair 
Join Congressman Green at one of his biannual 

job fairs. Dozens of local businesses will be onsite 
looking to hire for full-time, part-time, and 

seasonal positions. Participants should dress 
professionally and bring their resumes. For more 

information, please call 281-999-5879. 

Wednesday, September 2 
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

M.O. Campbell Center 
1865 Aldine Bender Road 

Houston, Texas 77032 



TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT (TSCA) REFORM 

In June, the U.S. House o f Representatives overwhelmingly 

passed reform legislation that will upda te our nation's safety 

and use regulat ions for commercia l chemicals. The current law 

was passed in 1976 and needs to be u p d a t e d and revised. 

Our distr ict, cen te red in Nor ths ide and Eastside Hous ton 

and Harris County, is h o m e to the largest pe t rochemica l 

c o m p l e x in the c o u n t r y The chemical industry employs 

thousands o f workers in our Distr ict and sur round ing c o m ­

muni t ies. Ensuring chemical manufac tur ing and chemica l -

conta in ing p roduc ts are safe is crit ical t o our local economy, 

work ing famil ies, and fence- l ine commun i t i es loca ted next t o 

chemical facil i t ies. 

The TSCA Modern iza t ion Act , which I cosponsored and 

h e l p e d push t h r o u g h the House of Representat ives, will 

u p d a t e these impor tan t safety and use rules for the first t i m e 

since the law was first wr i t ten four decades ago. The most 

i m p o r t a n t updates t o the law inc lude requi r ing regulators 

t o p ro tec t vu lnerable popu la t ions , like ch i ldren, p regnan t 

w o m e n , and faci l i ty workers, f r om poten t ia l harm f rom 

chemicals and exc lud ing cost cons iderat ions f rom d e t e r m i n ­

ing a chemical 's safety. 

20th Annual Immunization Day 
Congressnnan Green invites students and families 
to start the new school year off with a discussion 

about children's health and health policy. Free 
immunizations will be available for school-aged 

children at the following times and locations. 
Parents must bring their child's immunization 

record with them. 

Saturday, August 15,2015 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

AAMA 
Learning Center 

6001 Gulf Freeway 
Building E 

Houston, TX 77023 

M.O. Campbell 
Educational Center 

(Aldine ISD) 
1865 Aldine Bender Road 

Houston, TX 77032 

Saturday, August 22,2015 
9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

Galena Park High School 
1000 Keene Street 

Galena Park, TX 77547 

The Senate is current ly cons ider ing a c o m p a n i o n bill that , 

once passed, reconc i led , and s igned into law, will signify 

the b igges t upda te t o our nation's env i ronmenta l laws in 

a quar ter century whi le p rov id ing regulatory clarity to this 

impor tan t sector o f our nat ional and local e c o n o m y 

Congressman Gene Green visiting Cloverleaf Elementary 
in the 29th Congressional District where he presented the 
school with an American flag flown over the U.S. Capitol. 

Paying for College Workshop 
and Academy Day 

Congressman Green invites students and 
families to a free financial aid seminar on paying 

for college. Learn about: grants, scholarships, 
the financial aid process, and free resources. 

Representatives from Sallie Mae, local colleges, 
and U.S. Military Academies will be available to 

answer questions. 

Monday, October 5 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Austin High School (HISD) 
1700 Dumble Street 

Houston, Texas 77023 



Congress of the United States ^ . . 
House of Representatives - - . 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

. . . M.C. 

Official Business ' Presorted Standard 
W/S Carrier Route 

Si le gustaria recibir una copia de este noticiero en espanol, 
hagame el favor de escribirme a 256 N. Sam Houston Pkwy E., ^ 
Ste. 29, Houston, TX 77060. Si es mas facil. tambien puede !la- " 1 
mar a nuestra oficina para recibir el noticiero al (281) 999-5879. This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed at taxpayer expense. 

TRADE 

Congress has d e b a t e d whether to give the President Trade 

Promot ion Au thor i t y (or fast track) for t rade agreements be ­

ing n e g o t i a t e d . Fast track author i ty w o u l d give the President 

the power t o require Congress t o cons ider e t rade agree­

m e n t under special p rocedures, where no a m e n d m e n t s , 

deba tes , or changes can be made . This summer, the House 

v o t e d on TPA and I v o t e d no. 

I consistent ly vo te against g ran t ing fast t rack au thor i t y no 

mat ter who is President, because it l imits Congress's con ­

st i tut ional dut ies over t rade. M e m b e r s o f Congress, as the 

people 's d i rect representat ives, have a responsibi l i ty t o p ro ­

tec t work ing famil ies f rom unfair t rade deals and Congress 

cannot d o tha t under fast track. 

I am especial ly concerned abou t the Trans-Pacific Partner­

ship (TPP) ag reemen t tha t Presidents O b a m a and Bush have 

n e g o t i a t e d wi th 11 Pacific Rim countr ies, inc lud ing Japan 

and V ie tnam. The detai ls of the negot ia t ions have been 

di f f icul t t o access, even for Congress, and I'm wor r ied tha t 

passing TPP w o u l d lead to factor ies and jobs in our area in 

Nor ths ide and Eastside Houston and Harris County b e i n g 

s h i p p e d overseas or s imply be ing unable to c o m p e t e wi th 

countr ies tha t have few if any labor and env i ronment stan- ' 

dards and pro tec t ions. 

This is why it is impor tan t tha t Congress have the power t o 

a m e n d the TPP, if necessary, and ensure tha t m idd le class 

Amer ican famil ies are p r o t e c t e d f rom unfair c o m p e t i t i o n . 

Contact Us 
North Houston Office East Houston Office 

256 N. Sam Houston Pkwy E. 
Suite 29 

Houston, TX 77060 
281-999-5879 (tel) 
281-999-5716 (fax) 

11811 1-10 East 
Sjite 430 

Houston, TX 77029 
713-330-0761 (tel) 
713-330-0807 (fax) 

DC Office Website 

2470 Raybum HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

202-225-1688 (tel) 
202-225-9903 (fax) 

green.house.gov 

Stay Connected 

facebook.com/RepGeneGreen 
Twitter ©RepGeneGreen 



ALVARADO 
Texas State Rep. District 145 

State of the District Breakfast 
Saturday, September 12 

9:30 AM 

Houston Community- College - Southeast 
Learning Hub Auditorium 

6815 Rustic, Bldg D 
Houston, TX 77087 

Come Hear About: 
The 84̂ *' Legislative Session 

^ Transportation Updates 
Crime and Safet>' Updates 

COMPLIMENTAR Y BREAKFAST 

Please RSVP by09/08/15 
713.649.6563 or districtl45.a[varado(5),house.state.tx.us 



Readyi seti cet FItl 
HEALTtiy EAST END WEcr 

SEi)TEAiDEI^ 14-18 

Monday M O V E TO THE BEAT! Z U M B A CLASS 
September 14 6 P M - 7 P M 

M A S O N PARK, 5 4 1 S. 75TH ST. 
Tuesday SHAKE & SHIMMY! STEP/ZUMBA CLASS 
September 15 6 P M - 7 P M 

EASTWOOD PARK, 5000 HARRISBURG 
Wednesday STEP I T UP! AEROBICS CLASS 
September 16 6 : 3 0 P M - 7 : 3 0 P M 

INGRANDO PARK, 7302 KELLER ST. 
Thursday No STRESS ZONE! YOGA CLASS 
September 17 9 A M - 1 0 A M 

STUDE PARK, 1031 STUDF. ST. 
Friday FAMIL Y FITNESS DA Y 
September 18 (EXERCISE ON YOUR OWN!) 

For information please contact 
713-649-6563 or districtl45.alvarado@house.state.tx.us 

Caro 
ALVARADO 
Texas State Rep. District 145 

hoUSton 

; < Accredited Aoency 


